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Learn to Skate Clinic – Big Success!

     60 skaters attended the MFSC learn to Skate Clinic on September 20th, which was sponsored by the Superiorland Kiwanis.  Most of them were new to our sport, trying it for the first time.  The coaches and their skater assistants did an excellent job introducing these young skaters to our sport.  And of course we couldn’t have done it without the parents that helped off ice.  Thank you to the following for all of their help in making the event a huge success!

     Emilia Berzins, Danielle Dickson, Chris Gauthier, Gayla Rovelsky, Lindsay Schrader, Shirra Sinnaeve, Heidi Verville, Jamie Weigold, Kathy Grisham, Theresa Rinehart, Kortney Boyle, Katherine Greene, Molly Houle, Jacgueline Jason, Nichole Klingler, Alana McGowen, Eyricka Oglesby, Kayla Perlove, Casey Pernaski, Carrie Perry, Leah Ring, Glory Russell-Parks, Sarah Steen, Kara Stilwell, Megan VanLandschoot, Mary Young.

Basic Skills Record Books
New basic skills skaters received their U. S. Figure Skating record books last week.  The record book contains all of the skills at each badge level that the skater is working on.    At the end of the semester the skater will receive a progress report, the skater may then put the enclosed stickers next to the skills they have passed according to their progress report.  This can be very fun for the skater to track their own progress.  Skaters may have their instructors sign their record book when completing a badge.  The record book is only issued to the skater the first time they are registered with U.S. Figure Skating, not once per/year, additional books are not available if lost. 
Basic Skills – End of  Semester Exhibitions

Basic Skills classes will conclude on Tuesday December 11th, and Thursday December 13th for the Fall Semester.  Skaters will perform short exhibitions to music with their class at the end of each class period.  We invite parents, grandparents, Aunts & Uncles, and friends to come out and support your skater and enjoy the exhibitions.  The new Winter semester will begin January 8th and 10th.

No Basic Skills classes Thursday November 22nd.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED (AT HOME! Making phone calls)
     The Welcoming Committee needs YOU!  Welcoming Committee can be compared to the Big Brothers/Big Sisters idea – because we are welcoming/helping out people new to the skating community.  Volunteers are given a list of people to call who are new skaters.  When you call, you will:

1) introduce yourself as a member to the club

2)  let them know that you are a contact person if they were to have any questions – no matter how big or small (you can always refer them to someone else if you don’t know the answer: eg. A coach

3)  Give them your contact information (phone #, e-mail etc.)

4)  Wish them a fun filled skating season.

This is a great way to make new members feel welcome and important.  Plus this gives them the opportunity to ask all of the questions that we always wanted to ask.  Please help Gayla out by calling her at (906)361-4252 or grovelsk@nmu.edu
FUNDRAISING:
     On Saturday, Oct. 13th MFSC participated in a phone book delivery fundraiser. 13 skaters helped out by spending a few hours of their time delivering phone books to residents and businesses in the Marquette area along with a parent driver.  This was our first time dealing with this type of fundraiser but felt it was very beneficial.  The final tally of what we made was just figured out  and $702.90 was made in total.  This amount will be divided amongst the skaters that participated based on the hours in which they helped out.  The money will be used to help pay for ice show costumes in the Spring and if there is any left over it will go into the family’s account for future expenses.  We will know soon how much each family will receive.

MSHS Figure Skating Fundraiser
Sunday November 11th, 1:00-4:00pm at the Ramada Inn, the team will be hosting an Avon Open House.  A variety of products, including many holiday gifts may be purchased, all proceeds will go to support the team.  Delivery of book orders will be prior to Christmas.  Please stop by and support MSHS Figure Skating.  For more information contact Theresa Rinehart 475-4224 or trineh2008@sbcglobal.net
ATTENTION PARENTS OR SKATERS
      Each year,  MFSC likes to  create a yearbook of all skaters and their accomplishments from the year.  This also can include fun pictures of your skater  and their friends at practice, competitions, ice show etc.  However, the person that has been in charge of this committee is no longer with the club.  If anyone would like to take over this job or at least head a committee to get this going we would like to hear from you.  It would be a shame if we didn’t have a yearbook this year.The skaters really enjoy receiving them.  Let any board member know if you would be interested, or e-mail back to Kelly Stilwell jj539@peoplepc.com.

MIO Competition will be upon us soon.  MFSC would like to try something new this year to help raise money.  If anyone attends Turkey Trot in November, you will be familiar with the raffle drawing that they always do.  We would like do try the same idea here.  In order for this to be successful we need some craft, art project ideas or any other idea that you think would sell for a few raffle tickets.  They do not have to be skating related.  If you know of a business that would be able to donate a prize or if you have some item that you yourself could be donated that would be wonderful.  This could be fun and a good project to raise money for the club.  Please consider a donation or an idea.  Contact Gayla Rovelsky at 485-4044 or grovelsk@nmu.edu 

ICE SHOW
     The ice show selection committee will be meeting next week to determine ice show placement for this years Melody on Ice.  The ice show committee is made up of all MFSC skating coaches and the club president.  Parents have had questions directed towards the ice show director as to why their skater is in a certain feature or group.  We use our points system, as outlined in your handbook, to determine the feature and group placement.  Also, we match skaters by age/and or ability as determined by the committee if points are very close between a few skaters.  

     The ice show outline will be posted the following few days after the meeting along with the points list.

Good Luck to all of the Skaters participating in Houghton for the Turkey Trot and the High School competition the following day.

Hope all of the new skaters are enjoying their ice skating experience.

HAPPY SKATING
